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A  SERMON 


PREACHED     BEFORE    THE     SYNOD     OF     THE 
DIOCESE  OF  ONTARIO, 


On  the  15th  of  June,  1869, 


In   St.  George's   Cathedral,  Kingston, 


—BY — 


7.    S.   LA  UDER,  M.  A., 


RECTOR  OF  OTTAWA. 


Pnblighed  by  request. 


KINGSTON: 

PRINTED  BY  JOHN  PARNELL,  CHURCHMAN  OFHCE. 

1869. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SYNOD. 

Judge  Jarvis  Tiiovcd,  seconded  I'v  tlio  Very 
Rev.  Jas.  Lysteh,  LI..1).,  DeaTi  of  Oiilaiio, 

"That  the  thiuiks  r)f  tliis  .Syuod  be  must  ho.-irtilv  t,on- 
dered  to  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Lander,  M.A.,  ofTriii.  Coll.,  Tcu-onto, 
Rector  of  Ottawa,  for  his  ^•ery  ox(?elleut  .sermon  preaclied 
at  St.  George  s  Cathedral,  r..^i)lute  as  it  is  with  true,  Church 
principles.  "—CV/Titc^. 


<gg^(^f 


1.  COR.  XVI.  13. 


WATCH  YE,  STAND    FAST    IN  THE    FAITH,  QUIT  YOU  LIKE 

MEN,  BE  STUONG." 


Whoever  baa  watched  t!io  Church  of  Ent^land  for  the  lait  thirty 
years  cannot  fail  to  notico  the  great  efforts  that  have  bocu  iiiado  to 
re.'iiiue  hor  from  the  duhu'su  and  iadiffertiico  into  which  she  had 
fallen  for  Uioro  than  i\  hundred  year.",  lo  awaken  her  to  a 
Bonso  of  her  high  rai^sioa  in  the  ovaugelization  of  the  world, 
and  to  the  necessity  of  u  stjicter  obstrvance  of  her  order  and  dis- 
cipline. "  Muny  jiractioes  have  been  revived  of  ancient  usiigo,  and 
many  duc'rine.s  which  slumbered  or  were  held  in  abeyance,  huvo 
btartet'  suddenly  to  a  new  life.  Tho  Divine  appointment  of  our 
Cler;,j  !.!id  their  apoytoiical  succesi'ion,  daily  prayer  in  tlie  churehea, 
weekly  comniunion,  more  importance  and  prominence  given  to  tho 
praycv^  of  the  Church  than  to  the  sermons  ;  a  higher  toiio  in  regard 
to  Uaptism,  not  only  as  an  outv/ard  rite,  but  as  an  inward,  regene- 
rating grace;  a  stricter  and  uiorc  continual  application  to  tho 
Sacratoeot  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  not  only  an  a  .spiritual  memorial 
of  Christ,  but  also  as  a  positi^'O  eliann?l  of  God's  grnco  in  tho 
Body  and  Blood  of  our  Lord,  '  verily  and  inc'  'od  taken  and  ruceircd 
by  the  faithful ;'  the  oatechizJDg  of  children  in  our  churches;  the 
practice  of  baptizing  in  the  congregation  ;  the  celebration  of  Holy 
M;;triiuony  in  tho  churr h ;  the  Coniirmativ.<u  day  marked,  aa  tho 
Cliurcl)  into*  ded,  by  the  recep'^^ion  of  the  lirst  communion  :  .and 
altogether  a  more  minute  attendance  to  all  tlu^  reverential  forms 
ami  c;. monies  commauded  b)  tho  Church.  These  are  some  of 
tho  .signs  of  a  new  life ;  much  in  thought  of,  ppokcn  of,  and  done 
now,  which,  fifty  years  ago,  would  have  been  unintelligiblo." 

For  these  thing^:  many  pious  men  have  prayed  and  laboured  and 
suffered  reproach.  And  while  some  of  them  have  been  spared  by 
God  to  .'•ee  the  fruits  of  their  labours,  otheis,  /one  to  their  rest, 
bad  they  seen  our  day,  would  have  rejoiced  and  been  glad.  And; 
my  brethren,  vfeli  would  it  be  for  us,  I  think,  were  we  content 
with  the  simple  revival  and  cbocrvaucc  of  the  Church'.s  rites 
and  ceremonica  in  greater  decency  and  order.  Well  v/ould  it  bo 
for  us  were  we  content  to  follow  the  sjuidanco  and  intention  of 
those  men  who  began  thia  revival,  by  quietly  maiutaining  and 


teaobing  the  doctrines  and  usages  of  our  Anglo-Cat  holic  Church,  as 
set  forth  in  the  order  of  her  pure  and  simple,  jet  beautiful  Liturgy. 
For  this  the  people  were  gradually  becoming  more  and  more  wilU 
ing ;  and  you,  my  reverend  brethren,  can  remember  na  well  as  I 
can  how  much  our  hearts  rejoiced  as  we  succeeded  in  scour- 
ing the  better  obsorvanee  of  some  Rubric,  or  neglected  usage,  in 
our  different  parishes.  Great  success  attended  our  efforts  in  this 
direction,  multitudes  of  our  people  gladly  consented  to  the  necessity 
of  greater  conformity  to  tho  Church's  doctrine  and  discipline;  and 
everywhere  the  fair  form  of  our  dear  old  Church  seemed  likely  to 
present  itself  once  more  in  the  world  in  the  order  and  "  beauty  of 
holiness"  worthy  of  her  Great  Head,  Jesus  Christ.  Well  would  it 
have  been  had  we  been  therewith  content.  But,  as  in  our  worldly  lifo 
it  sometimes  happens,  when  all  looks  fair  and  bright,  and  every  pros- 
pect betokens  peace  and  properity,  a  dark  cloud  passes  over  the  hori- 
zon of  our  happy  day,  and  warns  us  to  prepare  for  the  coming  of  some 
unwelcome  interruption  of  our  joy  ;  so,  in  the  happy  day  of  our 
Church  progress  another  movement  set  in,  so  sudden  and  unex- 
pected, and  in  such  high-colored  and  full-blown  aspects,  as  to  bring 
alarm  and  confusion  into  tho  ijinds  of  multitudes,  and  thereby 
interrupt  tho  movement  which  was  legitimate,  and  becoming  more 
and  more  acceptable  to  our  people.  So  startled  have  they  become 
that  it  is  difficult  now  for  the  Clergy  to  make  even  the  most 
necessary  change  or  iriprovemcnt  in  the  Church  and  her  services 
without  incurring  suspicion,  or  meeting  with  opposition. 

Ritualism,  the  name  by  which  this  new  phase  of  Church  pro- 
gress is  known,  has  been  sprung  upon  tho  Church  by  a  party  in 
England,  in  such  a  character  as  to  cause  apardunahle  consternation, 
not  only  there,  but  throughout  our  whole  communion:  It  cannot 
be  denied,  nor  is  there  anything  to  be  gained  by  denying  it,  that, 
as  it  appeared  in  some  quarters,  it  was  nothing  short  of  Romanism, 
and  from  it  the  Anglican  mind  turned  away  in  utter  dislike  and 
anger.  It  is  certain  that  the  Romun  or  Greek  Ritual  is  not  suited 
to  the  character,  the  genius,  or  the  taste  of  English  Churchmen. 
And,  therefore,  I  think  a  great  mistake  has  been  committed  in 
introducing  a  ceremonial  so  calculated  to  excite  the  opposition  and 
disfavour  with  which  it  has  been  received.  Whether  it  be  for 
good  or  evil  wo  cannot  yet  say.  Our  Bishops  have  almost 
QnaQimoualy  condemned  it,  and  it  becomes  our  duty,  as  good 


Christians,  to  trust  in  God,  and  in  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church, 
Jesus  Chriiit,  that  all  things  may  work  together  for  good,  ft  will 
avail  us  little  to  cry  out  in  madness  or  lose  heart  in  Jespair,  "  for 
if  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  nought,  but  if  it  be  of  God, 
ye  cannot  overthrow  it."  "  In  quietness,"  then,  "  and  confidence 
is  our  strength  ;"  and  while  some  cry  one  thing,  and  some  another ; 
"  that  the  Church  of  England  is  going  to  Rome,"  "  that  the  Church 
of  England  is  going  to  break  up,"  let  us  not  give  heed  to  either, 
but  "  quit  ourselves  like  men,  and  be  strong."  I  say  boldly  that 
men  who  speak  thus  are  not  the  Church's  friends.  Better  for  us 
to  have  only  the  "  three  hundred"  to  which  Gideon's  army  was 
reduced,  than  the  "  two  and  twenty  thousand"  who  were  sent  home 
again  because  they  were  fearful  and  afraid,  or  lest  tbey  should  say, 
"  Mine  own  hand  hath  saved  me. "  The  hour  of  trial  or  the  hour 
of  danger  is  not  the  time  for  good  soldiers  to  give  up  through  fear 
or  despair.  I  deny  that  tbo  Church  of  England  is  going  "  Rome* 
ward"  because  Bome  few  have  their  face  set  as  though  they  would 
go.  And  I  deny  that  she  will  "  break  up,"  for  I  believe  with  all 
my  soul  that  the  Church  of  England  is  a  branch  of  the  Catholio 
Church  of  Christ,  "  in  which  the  pure  word  of  God  is  preached, 
and  the  Sacraments  are  duly  administered  ;"  and,  therefore,  I  have 
confidence  in  the  promise  that  "  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail 
against  her. 

The  Church  of  Christ  has  been  a  suffering  Church  from  the  day 
that  her  Groat  Head  hung  on  the  cross  to  the  present  day.  It 
was  given  to  her  to  fill  up  by  suffering  "  that  which  is  behind  of 
the  afflictions  of  Christ."  Our  Blessed  Lord  plainly  stated  that 
such  was  to  be  her  lot  in  the  world,  and  her  whole  history  proves 
the  truth  of  what  He  said,  for  in  every  age  she  has  had,  like 
S.  Paul,  "  to  bear  in  the  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus." 
Only  read  the  story  of  her  trials  in  the  first  centuries,  well  called 
her  purest  days,  because  of  the  zeal  with  which  she  contended  for 
and  proclaimed  "  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  unto  the 
saints."  Through  the  midst  of  the  trials  and  persecutions  of  that 
day,  though  often  perplexed,  she  never  despaired,  and  held  up 
boldly  the  lamp  of  light  and  truth,  with  which  she  had  been  put 
in  trust. 

Witness  that  long  dark  period  of  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  our 
own  English  braucb,  when,  for  nearly  nine  hundred  years,  Rome, 


by  force,  iiitriguo,  ami  intrusiDU,  enJeavouroil  to  sot  her  nsiile,  atwi 
to  put  out  hor  light,  which,  in  ppito  of  Uonnlsh  power,  kopt  burjj- 
iug  (though  (liiiiij')  till,  nt  Icnjith,  Gu<l  in  11  is  good  pruvidcnoo 
pave  tlio  onportuiuty  for  hf.r  brighter  li^lit  to  bro:ik  fujth  at  tho 
Rororiiinlion,  when  t-hn  roi;ain<:il  b-r  just  position  in  Engliioi 
which  llomu  in  prido  and  haui:htiu<  .>s  had  eo  loiif;  usurped. 

WitnoH.i,  aj^ain,  tliat  worse  than  Kuinit^h  poriod,  when  rmi^anihm 
stullicJ  wiih  bloody  heels  lhrou;^h  I'lni^hind,  "  breathin;?  out 
threateninjis  and  hliu;/lit''r"  to  tlio  Church,  au'l  cvcrjtbin;^  that 
savoured  of  catholic  truth;  bohradii;;  kings;  drivin;^  Birihopa 
from  their  Sees ;  cinvcrtiiifi;  thiir  CathcdrnlH  to  such  base  uaon 
as  show  the  marks  of  th'jir  unh-ily  h:inds  to  thi^  day,  deriJinj» 
l^piseopaoy  and  Catholieity  with  the  scorn  of  fiends.  If  ever 
Ihc  Church  sufiVreJ,  that  was,  1  think,  Iho  tiaioof  her  yroatcst  mf- 
ferini;.  "  Fallen  among  thieves,  which  stripped  her  of  her  rai- 
ment, and  wounded  her,  leaviDt;  her  half  dead,"  no  wonder  if  all 
Lope  of  her  recovery  had  vani^hed,  and  all  i'nth  in  hor  Lord's 
promibi  had  failed  !  And  yet,  how  wonderfully  CJ-xl  preserved 
her,  and  gave  to  \xi  that  blessed  ItESToHATlON,  which  r"f:''ined 
lor  Kngland  her  Monureliy  and  her  Church  ia  a!!  tlicir  afiient 
decency  and  order  1  Out  of  all  her  troubles  tho  liora  delivered  her 
in  those  days,  and  He  is  able  to  deliver  her  still.  If,  tl.cn,  thcra 
be  Iroubio  within  licr  today  by  reason  of  thid  Illtualistis  move- 
nient,  or  ti-ithout  htr  by  reason  of  tiio  unlioly  conhscation  ol  her 
property,  as  in  Ireland,  let  us  not  faint  in  our  mind-!,  but  rem 3m- 
bcr  her  past  history  and  take  courafi;o.  There  shall  no  harm 
happen  unto  her,  for  blie  is  ••  bu'lt  upon  {\\i  ibundaliou  of 
the  Apofitles  and  Prophets,"  and  Jesus  Christ  Ilini:?eH'  is  h'r 
*'  chief  corner-stone/'  Let  us  not  in  this  our  diiy  lose  con- 
fidence in  her  becau^;'o  wo  sco  her  in  trouble.  B'licvo  me,  my 
brethren,  you  miritake  the  missiou  of  the-  Chtiroh  aho^rcther 
if  you  expect  her  to  be  free  from  sufferinc;  or  persecution.  War- 
faro  with  tiie  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil  is  a  p.irt  jf  her 
work,  as  well  as  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  siuuers. 
Never  was  the  Church  so  useless  or  so  wicked  as  when  she  was 
in  that  peace  which  houie  so  earnestly  long^'for,  as  her  history 
proves.  And  I  need  uut  t.ike  you  I'arther  b.-iek,  for  illustration 
of  this,  than  that  dreary  period  when  th;;  Wesleyan  tchiain  arose, 
which,  however  much  wc  uaay  deplore  it,  was  the  means  of  wak- 


ing  up  tho  Clnirch  from  llio  «loth  aud  wi(lco<Ine?s  into  which  shf! 
li!t(]  I'.illeii.  As  in  nuturai  thiuiji  Kt.igiiation  hriwps  (icnlb,  so  it 
was  tljin  ill  si/iiituul  thingfl,  the  btajjuution  that  hnd  existed  nearly 
brought  death  to  Iho  Church,  liut  tho  L'Td  dclivcrod  hor  out  of 
all.  If,  therefore,  I  say,  today,  the  Church  bo  in  coniiuution  from 
Kiiualism,  Coloiizoiaa),  disostablicihiiDnt,  or  the  thrcntoncd  spolia- 
tion of  her  property,  let  there  be  no  distrust  in  Cmd.  Wo  arc  not, 
thanks  bo  to  (lod,  in  to*  ^rcat  strait ■;  as  Klij'di  wi?',  when  lie  cried 
to  Cud  that  he  only  was  kit  in  the  havoc  wiiich  Aliab  niude  of 
the  Church  of  hi.s  duy.  As  then,  so  now,  there  is  the  sarao  voioa 
to  coinfort  and  to  cheer,  "  yet  have  I  loft  mo  seven  thou*and  ia 
Israel  that  huvo  not  bowed  the  knee  to  TJ  lal." 

IJut,  notwithftundiufjall  that  is  said  and  done  tcithin  and  icllnnvt 
tho  Church   iu  those  days,  it  may  not  bo   amiss  to  ask  ourselves, 
biift  tiiorc  not  been  u  cause  for  mr.ch  that  has  arisen  ?     I  believo 
there  baa.     The  Church  of  En;ilnnd,  for  loni;  years  past,  has  not 
been  fuiily  and  truly  presented  to  her  membors.     Church  doctrine, 
Church   order,  Ciiureh   discipline,  Church   life,  Church  godliness, 
Church  chanliness,  Church  udouiujcnt,  have  been  sadly  neglected. 
The  ritual  of  tli<i  Church  has  hi-eu  mutilated  withmit  uierey  ;  her 
baeranients  uithhcld;   her   fuHl;,  and   festivals  i>;nored  ;   her  d-iily 
sacrifice  of  prayer  r.bai.doned  and  cvei)thiny  done   to  make  her 
03  cold  and  cheerlcj^s  as  death  itsi-lf.     For   this  wo  cannot  deny 
that  the  Clorgy  were,  in  a  great  raoaauro,  to  blame  ;  they  conduoted 
the  ^ork  of  the  Church  without  law  or  order,  and  appeared  to 
consult  only  their  owa  ease  or  their  own  testes,  while  the  Church 
lan^ultjhcd  under  their  indulcnce  and  uul  lithfulness.     Much  of 
the  I'layor  Book  became  a  dcud  letter  to  the  people,  and  rcuiaina 
30  to  multitudes  to  this  day.    For  tho  past  thirty  years  or  more, 
groBt  efforts  havo  been  made  to  restore  to  the  Church  hor  lost 
heritage,  and,  thank  Clod,  that  dreary  time  is  faf-t  passing  away. 
But  while  it  lasted,  no  wonder  that  many  people  left  her  and  took 
refugo  in  tho  sects  that  arose,  which,  however  irregular  and  un- 
ecriptural  in  their  origin,  yot  afforded  a  warmer  and   heartier 
expression  of  worship.     And  now  wo  sec  others,  at  this  day,  tired 
and  heartsick  of  tho  coldness  that  still  prevails,  rushing  into  extra- 
Tagances  within  tho  Church,  and  desiring  to  have  a  more  ornato 
and  elaborate  service,  po  that  outa-ardJij  as  well  as  inwardly  they 
may  express  their  devotion  to  God. 


Trom  tbcso  signs  it  is  evident  that  some  change  is  sought  for, 
by  tbo  rcstlosmcss  which  prevails  in  religious  thought.  The  pre- 
sent moveucnt  cannot  be  nuddonly  chocked,  nor  ought  it  to  be 
rudely  put  down.  It  must  bo  mot  fairly,  with  patience  and 
forbearance.  If  it  can  bo  so  modiEod  as  to  give  us  back  again  our 
own  Anglican  Ritual  in  its  chaste  beauty  and  fulness,  rubrically, 
devotionally,  and  strictly  observed,  in  all  the  rites,  ceremonies,  and 
ordinances  of  the  Church,  wo  must  be  thankful  and  satisfied. 
And  we  should  not  be  offended  if  one  congregation  desires  to  bavo 
tbo  service  chorally  rendered,  while  another  is  content  to  havo  it 
aaid.  Nor  would  I  drivo  men  out  of  the  Church  becauso  they 
wish  to  gratify  their  admiration  for  tho  beautiful  by  the  suitable 
ombellishiog  and  adorning  of  tho  House  of  Prayer  with  decorations, 
floral  or  otherwise,  adapted  to  the  seasons.  Wo  must  allow  a 
little  expansion  and  liberty  in  what  will  please  the  cyo  as  well 
as  the  heart.  Romanists  and  Sectarians  do  this,  and  wisely  adapt 
themselves  to  the  pressure  of  circumstances.  We  must  not  force 
our  people  too  rigidly  into  one  groove.  In  non-essentials  let  there 
be  liberty,  controlled  by  common-sense,  rather  than  by  passion  and 
stubborn  prejudice.  So  long  as  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  is  not 
corrupted  we  must  not  be  too  stiff  against  a  more  aosthetio  ren- 
dering of  our  services  where  desired.  The  spirit  of  tho  ago  is 
aQithetio,  and  we  must  not  be  surprised  if  this  spirit  finds  its  way 
into  the  Church.  Our  duty  is  not  to  check  it  harslily,  but  keep 
it  within  proper  bounds.  And  since  tho  late  decision  of  the  Privy 
Council,  all  parties  in  tho  Church  seem  to  have  oomc  to  the  happy 
conclusion  that  there  must  be  a  "  coming  up'^  of  the  despiscrs  and 
neglectors  of  ritual  order  and  rubrical  observance,  and  a  "  coming 

down"  of  those  who  have  soared  beyond  their  Anglican  character, 
let  us  hope  and  pray  that  there  is  a  bright  day  not  far  off,  when 
the  Church  will  again  "joyfully  serve  God  in  all  godly  quietness ;" 
when  men  shall  no  more  have  occasion  to  leave  her  for  Rome  or 
Dissent ;  and  when  on  all  sides  shall  be  heard  the  spirit  of 
these  lines: — 

What  t  leave  my  Gbarch  of  England, 

My  fathers'  and  my  own !  * 

What  I  act  the  viper^sting  the  breast 

Whereon  my  strength  has  grown !  . 

Oh  t  bid  me  leave  all  else  on  earth. 

The  near  and  dear  I've  known. 
But  not  my  Ghurcb  of  England, 
My  fathers'  and  my  own. 


If,  however,  as  1  ubsorvcd  bcl'oro,  tbero  wa^  oauao  givoa  for  tbo 
prosont  reaction  by  tho  uoa-obscrvanoo  of  tbo  Cbarcb's  dootrino 
and  order,  tbcrc  was  also  cause  given  by  tho  preaching  and  teach- 
ing of  past  yonrs.  All  dogmatio  teacbing  on  fandamontal  and 
vital  truths  wa3  abandoned.  Tbo  pulpit  bccamo  a  placo  for  tho 
declanintion  of  empty  platitudes  on  fuith,  piety,  and  holiness, 
without  any  (caching  as  to  the  means  and  channels  by  vihioh  thoso 
graces  wcro  to  bo  received  and  sustained.  From  this,  tho  people 
camo  to  look  on  mere  preaching  as  tbo  only  way  and  loeand  of  salva* 
tior.  A  ProtcslantiaiH,  baro  and  empty,  waa  held  up  as  tho  ideal  of 
reIi{^ion,  and  catliolic  truth  was  cast  to  the  winds.  Time  was  when 
Protestant  and  Churchman  wcro  synonymous  terms  ;  but  so  many 
have  assumed  tho  namo  of  Protestant  now  that  it  is  of  little  uso  to 
UP,  and  probably  the  Church  would  bo  ^afer  without  it,  for  it  is 
used  BH  a  political  lover  by  which  our  people's  minds  arc  sometimes 
turned  to  wound  their  own  ChuA-ch.  If  you  wero  to  say  to  a  man 
now  that  you  wore  a  Protestant,  he  would  not,  from  that,  bo  ablo 
to  form  any  idea  as  to  your  religion.  Wo  must,  therefore,  fall 
back  on  our  true  name—"  Tho  Church  of  England,"  and  her 
distinctive  principles,  lor  the  right  understanding  o\'what  we  are 
and  ichat  xoe  believe.  I  am  bold  to  say  that  much  of  tho  teach- 
ing of  the  past  hundred  years  has  to  bo  undone,  and  tbo  poopio 
have  now  to  bo  taught  what  they  should  have  always  known,  dog- 
matic truths.  Thoy  have  to  be  taught  that  the  Church  is  Christ's 
institution  in  tho  world  for  tho  salvation  of  sinners.  They  have 
to  be  taught  that  Baptism  is  a  life-giving  sacramoDt,  and  not  a 
ceremony  for  merely  giving  a  child  a  name ;  that  in  it  wo  are 
made  partakers  of  Christ,  and  that  tho  "  new"  or  "  eternal  life" 
there  begins.  They  have  to  bo  taught  that  the  Lord's  Supper  is 
the  food  for  the  soul ;  that  in  it  wo  feed  on  Christ,  and  sustain  tho 
regenerate  life  of  the  "  new  man."  They  have  to  bo  taught  that 
the  Ministry,  in  its  threefold  order,  is  divine  ;  and  that  the  Chris- 
tian priesthood  has  a  power  derived  from  Christ  Himself,  through 
Apostolical  succession,  which  distinguishes  it  from  the  irregular 
ministries  of  tbo  Sects,  and  prevents  any  communion  outwardly  or 
inwardly  with  them. 

These  dogmas  of  our  religion  have  been  so  kept  back  that  many 
of  our  people  have  come  to  believe  that  they  are  not  ours,  bat 
Rome's.    By  reason  of  this,  non-oommunicants  have  multiplied  \ 
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saoramental  graco  ia  despised ;  and  while  some  have  taken  refuge 
in  the  sloth  of  "  irresistible  grace,"  or  the  "  final  perseTerance"  of 
a  ooDceited  Calvinism,  others  arc  longing  for  a  "  special  conver- 
sion" which  seldom  comes.  AH  this  has  to  be  undone.  Men  have 
become  weary  of  its  coldness  and  dulness,  and  hence  the  desire  for 
a  revival  of  the  usages  of  primitive  Christianity,  and  a  more 
outspoken  declaration  of  the  dogmatic  faith  of  the  Church. 

It  may  bo,  that  in  preaching  on  these  subjects  the  Clergy  may 
have  to  suffer  reproach  and  ill-will,  but  they  must  not  fail  on  that 
account.  They  must  be  prepared  to  endure  affliction  for  the  truth 
of  Christ.  If,  by  patience  and  perseverance,  men  can  be  brought 
to  rely  more  on  a  dogmatic  faith,  then  may  we  hope  to  sec  loholc 
congregations  receiving  the  Holy  Communion  together,  believing 
their  worship  incomplete  without  it;  drawing  life  and  refreshment 
from  the  fountains  and  channels  of  Christ's  own  appointment,  and 
DO  more  drinking  out  of  "  cisterns,  broken  cisterns  that  can  hold 
no  water."  And  if  such  a  blessed  change  should  come  over  our 
Church,  well  might  we  forgive  the  negligence  of  the  past,  and  ex- 
cuse much  of  the  "  extravagance"  of  the  present ;  and  well  might 
the  Holy  Church  throughout  the  world  sing  a  "  Te  Deum"  of  uni- 
versal joy  and  gladness. 

Having  thus  far  spoken  of  the  present  re-action  in  the  Church, 
and  of  past  neglect,  I  desire,  while  I  have  this  opportunity,  to 
speak  on  another  subject  of  infinite  importance  to  us  all — the  edu- 
cation of  our  children.  If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another 
in  which  the  Church  of  Rome  shows  her  wisdom,  it  is  the  jealous 
care  with  which  she  watches  the  education  of  her  children.  It  is 
a  sad  fact,  and  one  for  which  we  shall  not  go  unpunished,  that  we 
have  let  slip  out  of  our  hands  this  fostering  care  which  the  Church 
should  exercise  over  her  rising  generation.  We  have  fallen  in 
with  a  Government  system  of  education,  godless  in  its  character, 
demoralizing  in  its  mixing  of  boys  and  girls,  and,  consequently, 
destructive  of  that  modesty  which  is  the  glory  of  woman.  We 
have  fallen  in,  I  say,  with  this  system,  for  the  sake  jf  a  delusive 
peace.  We  have  sold  our  children's  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pot- 
tage ;  we  have  robbed  them  of  their  heavenly  bread ;  we  have 
followed  the  multitude  to  do  evil ;  we  have  sown  the  wind,  and,  I 
am  afraid,  we  shall  reap  the  whirlwind  in  the  ungodliness  and 
indifference  of  our  future  Cburoh-nien  and  Church-women. 


11 


Romo  spurned  such  an  education  as  that  which  would  deprive 
her  of  what  she  holds  as  a  sacred  trust — the  forming  of  the  minds 
of  her  children  ;  she  scouted  the  idea  that  the  Church  should  place 
in  strange  handa  that  which  it  was  her  duty  to  superintend.  And 
she  succeeded.  And  so  might  we  succeed,  if  we  were  only  united 
and  true  to  our  principles.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  being  too 
tolerant  and  too  liberal ;  and  in  this  way  our  Church  people  often 
greatly  err.  We  give  up  too  much  to  be  at  peace  with  the  multi- 
tudes of  Sects  around  us,  while  they  give  up  nothing  on  our 
account.  And  in  this  instance  we  are  losing  that  blessed  oppor- 
tunity, the  spring-time  of  life,  in  which,  if  we  do  not  plant  good 
seed,  it  will  be  vain  to  do  so,  and  expect  fruit  afterwards.  It  is 
our  duty  t  j  *•  Train  up  our  children  in  the  way  they  should  go, 
and  when  they  are  old  they  will  not  depart  from  it ;"  to  educate 
the  soul  at  the  same  time  with  the  intellect ;  to  show  them  that 
religious  education  is  as  necessary  for  them  as  secular,  and  that 
they  are  "  so  joined  together  by  God,  that  no  man  may  put  them 
asunder." 

But  unsatisfactory  and  distastoful  as  this  system  of  education  is, 
if  we  cannot  set  it  aside,  we  need  not  partake  of  it,  at  any  rate,  in 
our  cities  and  towns,  where  we  should  encourage  and  maintain 
private  schools,  in  which  our  principles  could  be  carried  out  with- 
out fear  or    restraint.     For  this  end  we  should  work,  for  the 
future  of  our  Church  depends  greatly  on  the  care  we  bestow  on 
her  children  now.     Let  not  the  love  of  filthy  lucre  make  us  cling  to 
a  system  of  which  we  do  not  approve,  because  we  have  to  pay  for  it. 
Let  us  be  liberal  and  high-minded  enough  to  pay  for  what  we  want 
and  know  to  be  right,  though  we  be  taxed  as  well  for  that  we  do 
not  want.    And  may  the   day  be  not  far  distant  when   every 
Clergyman  of  our  Church,  in  every  parish,  will  see  schools  main- 
tained in  which  he  will  be  satisfied  that  the  children  committed 
to  bis  charge  are  being  "  virtuously  brought  up  to  lead  a  Qodljr 
and  a  Christian  life."     This  work  has  been  happily  begun  in  many 
parts   of  this  Province ;  Church  schools  are  being   opened   and 
supported :    among  which    I   may  [mention   our  own   school   at 
Picton,  which  bids  fair  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  Church  of  thia 
Diocese,  and  which  commends  itself  to  the  support  of  all  consistent 
Churchmen. 
The  provision  for  the  education  of  the  girls  of  our  Church  has 
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been  most  discreditable  to  us.  They  have  been  left  entirely  to  the 
mercy  of  a  class  of  teachers,  who,  in  many  instances,  were  wholly 
incompetent  to  give  such  an  education  as  was  requisite  to  fit  them 
for  their  important  duties  in  life.  And  hence  the  cause  of  so  many 
half-educated  women  as  we  see,  afraid  or  unable  to  undertake  the 
teaching  of  even  the  Sunday  School  classes  of  the  Church.  The 
Ohuroh  has  made  little  or  no  effort  to  remedy  this  evil;  and  parents, 
wearied  of  the  past  and  hopeless  of  better  things,  have  sought 
a  questionable  remedy  in  the  convent  schools  of  the  Romish 
Church  I  I  raise  my  voice  to  heaven  to-day  and  protest  against 
this  unrighteous  state  of  things.  Oh,  what  sort  of  parent  can  that 
be  who  can  so  disregard  his  daughter's  faith  and  spiritual  welfare 
as  to  expose  her  to  the  cunning  craftiness  of  an  alien  and  corrupt 
Church  I  And  that,  too,  at  an  age  when  the  heart  beats  with  the 
purest  and  holiest  emotions ;  when  the  mind  is  about  to  take  the 
impressions  that  will  tell  upon  womanhood ;  when  modesty  trembles 
at  the  first  blush  upon  the  check,  and  when  the  affeotions  may  be 
stolen  by  the  deceiver,  or  won  for  good  or  evil  I 

We  may  be  told  that  there  is  no  danger,  that  there  is  no  inter- 
ference with  their  religion.  I  deny  this.  It  may  not  be  done 
openly,  but  it  is  done  by  insinuations  of  the  most  bcguiliog  kind. 
Can  a  man  take  his  child  to  the  edge  of  a  precipice  and  leave  it 
alone,  trembling  on  its  brink,  and  not  endanger  its  safety  ?  And 
can  we  take  our  daughters  (these  tender  flowers  of  our  households) 
and  place  their  faith  in  as  perilous  a  position,  unprotected  and 
uncared  for,  and  not  endanger  its  safety !  But  suppose  there  wero 
no  danger,  no  interference  with  their  religion,  is  it  not,  after  all,  a 
humiliation  to  us  that  we  must  seek  the  education  of  our  daugh- 
ters in  the  convents  of  Rome  ?  1  say  it  is.  And  if  we  are  to 
save  to  the  Church  the  future  mothers  of  her  children,  we  must 
provide  a  remedy  now ;  and  that  remedy  will  be  schools  under  the 
direction  of  our  own  Church,  conducted  by  teachers  qualified  to 
do  justice  to  the  taught.  A  school  of  this  class  has  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation  in  Toronto  for  nearly  two  years,  and  we  are 
about  to  commence  a  similar  one  in  Ottawa.  I  trust  that  ere 
kng  we  shall  hear  of  many  more,  in  which  "  our  daughters  may 
grow  up  as  the  polished  corners  of  the  temple ;"  and  "  whose 
adorning  will  not  be  that  outward  adorning  of  plaiting  the  hair, 
and  of  wearing  of  gold  or  putting  on  of  apparel,  but  the  hidden 
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man  of  tbo  heart,  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible,  even  the  orDO- 
mcnt  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit  vhioh  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of 
groat  price." 

Id  this  great  work  of  teaching  the  yoang,  over  which  the 
Church  must  re-assume  her  lost  control,  our  greatest  difficulty  will 
be  felt,  I  know,  in  the  want  of  well-trained  teachers.  No  matter 
how  people  may  receive  it,  I  say  it  is  only  a  question  of  time,  and 
God  grant  it  may  be  only  a  little  time,  until  we  shall  see  in  our 
Church,  duly  recognized  as  ono  of  her  ministries,  sisterhoods  of 
women  ready  to  labour  for  Christ  in  those  offices  of  the  Church 
which  are  so  plainly  the  sphere  of  women's  work.  It  is  in  this 
way  that  Rome  excels  us,  and  strengthens  her  wonderful  system 
by  the  varied  ministries  of  women.  I  believe  that  we,  too,  have 
vast  numbers  of  holy  women,  who  long  to  work  for  Christ  in  somo 
sphere  sanctioned  by  the  Church,  if  only  opportunity  were  given 
them.  There  should  be,  then,  and  I  trust  there  will  soon  bo,  in 
every  Cathedral  City,  an  institution  for  the  training  of  our  women 
for  Church  work,  from  which  they  would  go  forth  licensed  by  the 
Bishop  to  parishes  in  which  their  services  would  be  needed.  I  am 
persuaded  that  a  movement  in  this  direction  needs  only  to  be  set 
on  foot  to  commend  itself  to  the  support,  the  sympathy,  and  com- 
mon-sense of  Churchmen.  In  England  our  sisterhoods  are  making 
good  progress ;  the  Bishops  are  becoming  alive  to  their  necessity, 
and  they  are  steadily  winning  the  confidence  of  the  people.  And 
I  say  it  out  boldly  to-day,  that  we  must  have  similar  organizations 
if  we  are  to  compete  successfully  with  Rome,  and  save  our  children 
from  tho  "  perils  and  dangers"  of  convent  education,  or  "  making 
shipwreck  of  their  faith." 

At  the  risk  of  tiring  your  patience,  I  shall  touch  upon  one 
subject  more — the  present  aspect  of  the  Ministry  of  our  Church. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  first  days  of  the  Church  there 
were  many  inferior  orders  in  existence,  such  as  "  Helps,  Teachers, 
Deaconesses,"  which  are  now  lost  to  us.  The  Church  of  Rome 
has  wisely  preserved  them.  But  the  Church  of  England  has  con- 
tented herself  with  only  the  more  important  ministries  of  Bishops, 
Priests,  and  Deacons ;  and  though  rightly  holding  to  these  as  the 
signs  of  a  true  Church,  has  unwisely  cast  away  her  orders  or 
ministries  of  inferior  degree.  While  I  say  that  the  Church  of 
England  has  rightly  held  to  these  three  higher  orders,  is  it  not, 
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bowever,  a  melancholy  fact  that  of  these  three,  odo,  the  Diaconate, 
exists  only  in  name,  and  another,  the  Episcopate,  is  so  limited  that 
its  work  has  to  bo  done  by  proxy,  as  in  England,  or  inadequately, 
as  in  the  Colonies,  because  of  the  immense  size  of  our  Dioceses. 
Everywhere  our  Church  presents  more  the  appearance  of  a  Presby- 
terian body  than  that  of  an  Episcopally  governed  society.  Or 
rather,  I  should  say,  while  professing  to  have  a  ministry  of  three 
orders,  she  appears  as  it  she  had  need  of  only  one ! 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  during  the  last  Provincial  Synod  the  House 
of  Bishops  determined  to  remove  one  of  these  wrongs,  by  passing  a 
Canon  for  the  revival  of  a  permanent  order  of  Deacons.  It  only 
awaits  the  sanction  of  the  Lower  House  to  become  law.  While 
we  shall  hail  the  revival  of  this  order  with  joy,  we  must  not  rest 
until  the  other  is  restored  to  such  an  extent  as  will  make  its  use 
and  necessity  known  and  felt  by  the  Church,  not  in  theory,  as  ii  is 
DOW,  but  in  real,  earnest  practice.  One  of  tbo  greatest  difficulties 
in  our  ministry  is  to  teach  people  to  believe  in  the  necessity  of  an 
order  which  does  not  exist,  and  of  another  whose  fatherly  care  is 
so  little  felt.  The  extension  of  the  E;^8copate  is  now  the  greatest 
necessity  of  the  Church.  The  American  Church  is  alive  to  this 
fact,  and  is  acting  up  to  it  with  a  noble  zeal.  And  while  we  have 
to  deplore  the  fetters  which  bind  our  mother  Church  in  England, 
whose  cry  ascends  to  heaven,  in  bitter  tears,  for  more  Bishops  to 
meet  her  pressing  wants,  let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not  check  our 
Church's  growth  by  a  no  less  injustice  in  the  imposition  of  condi- 
tions with  which  this  young  country  is  not  able  to  comply.  If  we 
are  to  have  no  more  Bishops  until  we  can  provide  endowments, 
which  our  poverty  prevents,  and  which,  though  useful  in  some 
respects,  yet  have  a  tendency  to  create  an  independence,  which 
makes  our  Bishops  appear  more  like  "  lords  over  God's  heritage" 
than  humble,  spiritual  fathers  of  the  Church,  willing  to  endure  and 
suffer  even  poverty  for  Christ's  sake.  If  for  this  reason  we  with- 
hold from  the  Church  that  which  is  of  vital  consequence  to  her 
existence  and  progress,  we  must  not  be  surprised  if  we  are  out- 
ed  by  the  Sects,  who  are  harassed  by  no  such  fetters,  and 
.^0,  while  they  mock  our  high  profession  of  lawful  mission,  have 
good  reason  to  cry  at  us — *'  0  ye  of  little  faith  I" 

We  want  at  the  present  moment,  in  Canada  proper,  five  moro 
BisbopB  at  least.    The  present  Dioceses  require  division,  everyone. 
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The  City  of  Ottuwa  calls  loudly  to  every  CharohmaD  io  the 
Dominion  to  give  the  Church  there  that  completeness  and  fulness 
vvbich  Episcopacy  only  can  bestow.  And  what  shall  we  say  of  our 
new  Nor'-west  Territory,  where  the  Church  must  have  another 
Bishop  before  long,  to  take  his  place  in  the  onward  march  of  our 
nation's  progress  ?  If  we  see  greatness  forced  upon  our  young 
country  beyond  her  means,  and  almost  beyond  her  power  to  grasp ; 
and  if  we  see  her  striving  with  a  laudable  ambition  to  rise  to  a 
sense  of  her  high  destiny  and  duty,  shall  the  Church,  because  of 
her  poverty,  or  because  of  spiritual  pride,  refuse  to  grapple  with 
the  greatness  that  is  forced  upon  her,  or  hesitate  to  rise  to  it 
through  fear  of  failure  or  through  want  of  faith,  unlesb  backed  by 
endowments  which  her  people  are  not  able  to  provide  ?  That  en- 
dowments are  good,  I  do  not  deny,  but  there  are  other  means  of 
support,  which,  though  probably  not  so  desirable,  yet  if  they  answer 
our  purpr^"  hould  not  be  despised,  If  Priests  can  go  out  to  their 
work  '-  ..a  and  little  pay,  so  can  Bishops  I  And  as  long  as  we 
have  men  in  the  Church  willing  to  do  so,  as  I  am  persuaded  we 
have,  our  duty  is  to  send  them  out  and  do  the  best  we  can  for 
them,  trusting  in  God  that  He  will  supply  all  their  needs.  But  if 
we  are  to  have  no  more  Bishops  until  we  oan  endow  their  Sees, 
and  send  them  out  on  the  faitli  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  I  say 
may  God  defend  His  Church,  and  deliver  her  from  this  Egyptian 
bondage; 

My  brethren,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  the  length  to  which  I  have 
extended  this  discourse.  The  subjects  of  which  I  have  treated 
deeply  a£feot  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  our  Church,  and 
out  of  the  fulness  of  a  heart  that  loves  the  Church  I  have  spoken. 
Our  duty,  in  the  meantime,  is  well  set  forth  in  the  words  of  the 
text :  "  Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith,  quit  you  like  men,  be 
strong."  If  we  cannot  do  all  for  the  Church  that  we  would  wish 
in  our  day,  let  us  do  all  we  can.  Let  us  remember  that  Jesus  our 
great  Head  has  committed  His  Church  to  our  charge,  and  that  at 
the  great  day  of  account  we  shall  have  to  answer  for  the  manner  in 
which  we  fulfilled  our  duty.  Let  us,  therefore,  "  work  the  works 
of  Him  that  sent  us  while  it  is  day,  for  the  night  oometh  when  no 
man  can  work."  Let  us  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  influence 
all  our  deliberations  in  Synod  at  this  time,  to  the  glory  of  God,  the 
exaltation  of  Christ,  and  the  edification  of  His  Churob^    Let  us 
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draw  near  in  brotherly  lovo  aad  fellowship  now  to  the  highest  act 
of  our  professioQ  of  Christ — the  Holy  Communion — wherein  wo 
receive  continual  grace  and  strength  from  Him.  Thus  strength- 
ened and  refreshed,  let  us  go  on  our  way,  upwards  toward  Heaven 
vehile  onwards  through  life,  and  whether  our  lot  be — 

Oft  in  daDeer,  oft  in  woe, 
Onward,  Christian,  onward  go, 
Bear  the  toil,  maintain  the  strife, 
Strengthened  with  the  Bread  of  Life. 
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